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Scholarships aren’t just for students. Hidden within the farm bill are conservation programs 
that can act as scholarships for your land.

These programs will pay landowners or farmers to engage in practices that many are already 
doing or considering.  

The best program for you depends on what you want to do with your land. The following 
sections suggest the best programs to support different activities. 

When you or your tenant are ready to give a farm bill conservation program a try, all you 
have to do is visit or contact your local NRCS office. Depending on the program, you may be 
offered financial and/or technical assistance. 

The farm bill conservation programs 
are designed to provide funds to 
reduce soil erosion, build soil quality, 
improve water quality, increase wildlife 
habitat and reduce damages caused 
by natural disasters. While there are 
many programs available, some 
important ones are the:
           Environmental Quality Incentive 
           Program (EQIP)
           Conservation Stewardship 
           Program (CSP)
           Conservation Reserve Program
           Transition Incentives (CRP TIP)
           Environmental Quality Incentive 
           Program Organic Initiative
           (EQIP OI)
For more detailed information visit 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/farmbill and 
click on “financial assistance.” 
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          DO YOU WISH TO HELP 
       A BEGINNING OR SOCIALLY 
       DISADVANTAGED FARMER? 

                     If you have CRP coming  
                        out, wait until near the 
                          end of the contract and 
                             transition to CRP TIP. 

                               Retired or retiring 
                              owners may receive
                              two additional rental             
                              payments beyond 
                            the term of the 
                           contract by leasing 
                      expiring CRP land to 
                  beginning and socially                      
           disadvantaged  farmers. 
     They receive conservation 
benefits and assistance as long 
as they adopt a conservation  
plan and/or transition to organic 
production. Their lease should be 
for 5 years or greater. 

WHICH PROGRAM IS RIGHT
FOR ME? 

   DO YOU HAVE LIVESTOCK ON  
                     YOUR FARM? 

EQIP can provide assistance with  
fencing to keep livestock out of 
wetlands, streambanks or restored 
wildlife habitat; rotational grazing to 
help create paddocks and avoid 
overgrazing; or managing cover crops 
to provide extra forage. If your tenant 
has livestock and wants to try cover 
crops as a new practice, he or she can 
get payments for up to 3 years.

You can also earn CSP payments by    
transitioning to controlled rotational 
grazing when your pastures need to 
recover from grazing.

         ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
          INCREASING WILDLIFE 
                          HABITAT? 
 
          EQIP provides funds for 
       conservation practices that help  
     manage pest populations, conserve 
 vegetative cover and create shelter 
for wildlife, such as grass planting, 
clearing of invasive species or 
establishment of filter strips.

 DO YOU WANT HELP WITH
 CONSERVATION
 PRACTICES? 

CSP pays farm operators 
to maintain their current 
conservation practices 
and to implement new 
ones. 

 For practices that require 
     a longer time period to 
      see change, such as crop 
        rotation or cover crops, 
      traditional one-year lease may 
      discourage participation. 

    Talk to your tenant, if you have one, 
about a longer-term contract to 
encourage participation.

This brochure introduces the main aspects of the common conservation programs within the farm bill. If you have questions, contact your local 
NRCS agent and ask for specific advice for your land or area. 

Your land has a bright future. Conservation programs in the farm bill can help by providing some scholarships for the land.NEED ADVICE?

  DO YOU WANT YOUR TENANT TO    
      MOVE TOWARD ORGANIC 
               PRODUCTION? 

EQIP OI provides financial 
assistance to your tenant in the 
process of transitioning land 
or herds to organic 
production. It applies to 
producers who are 
already transitioning
land and to already 
organic certified 
producers who are 
transitioning more acres. 

Common conservation 
practices tailored to organic 
producers are buffer zones and 
cropping rotations. 


